
Packaged, Shelf-Stable Pet Food 
(“Crunchy” or “Hermetically Sealed” Pet Foods) 

 
Our understanding is that no animal health certification is required for fully processed 
cooked (finished, packaged, ready for retail sale, shelf-stable) pet food to be imported to 
Japan. 
 
Pet food must be dry (“crunchy”) or hermetically sealed.  If pet food is not “crunchy” 
or hermetically sealed, then please see information specific to trade ban, unprocessed 
poultry products, and unprocessed pork products.  Package labeling must indicate that 
product is for consumption by pet (this can be inferred as long as it is obvious to Japanese 
port authorities that product is not intended for feeding to livestock or use as fertilizer). 
 
Exporters should still have their importers confirm prior to shipment with Japanese 
authorities at the port of entry that all required documentation is available. 
 
A VS Form 16-4 may still be issued for a shipment of pet food to Japan, as long as it has 
been completed in compliance with all APHIS policies. 


